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Dear Friends,
I greet you in the precious name of Jesus, we gratefully praise His Name for all He
has done!
School reopened for classes on the 21st January 2015. This year our classes are
over-subscribed and we are waiting to see who will arrive to begin the term with us.
The queue is presently snaking out of the door despite all our best efforts to
complete our registration timeously.

I am looking forward to a very positive year – I have a motivated staff and many
ideas to make our school a place of excellence.

1

We had a positive start with very few tears – in general, children are excited about
coming to school. This year we have enrolled a special needs little girl who cannot
walk and is developmentally delayed. She will join our youngest group, although she
is five years old, as this will better suit her stage of development. The class teacher
and I are feeling confident that we will manage as she is a happy little girl who is
attempting to speak. She will come to school in a stroller and has a very supportive
father.

February being the month in which Valentine’s day falls we use this as a fundraiser –
on Friday morning the children arrive dressed in white and red and we spend a fun
morning, icing biscuits, making cards, safe water play and dance. The children also
receive small gift bags with sweets – this brings in about R1000.00 as we also spend
on the morning to make a fun time for the children.
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We have had a visit from a group of paediatric nurses who have come from all over
South Africa to study at the King Edward Hospital and they were very impressed with
what God is doing at Udobo School. We had a great morning and as usual our
children were very welcoming!
On National-Read-aloud Day we had two librarians come to school to read to our
children and do art work with them. This was greatly enjoyed and the beautiful story
they were told was appropriate to our context.

3

At present we have two students who are training in ECD and this has been mutually
beneficial as while they are learning they are also helping the teachers.
The uniforms we introduced last year are very popular – even though they are not
compulsory the parents love the sense of belonging that they bring. We now also
have a very smart tracksuit for the colder months.
On Saturday the 21st March we had interviews for two new staff members – one of
our staff left to have a baby and is not coming back and as we have an extra class of
young children we have decided to employ another assistant teacher. The assistants
help by serving food, mopping floors and cleaning the classroom at the end of the
day. In any emergency they can be left with the children and they assist the teacher
during times when the teacher does teacher directed activities with a small group
then the assistant again works with the rest of the class.
I was assisted, in choosing two assistants, by Mr Vusi Khumalo who is chairman of
our governing body and the principal at a high School in Umlazi. Mrs Tembisile Nkosi
who is a member of the governing Body also helped us to prayerfully consider the
applicants. We had very strong candidates for the post and we eventually chose
Miss Nompumelelo Simelane and Mrs Manyara Teuro – they will take up their posts
on the 13th April 2015 when we return after the Easter holidays and enter the second
term.
On the 26th March we took our Grade R’s to the Sugar Mills as an educational outing
and our Grade 000 and Grade 00 had a fun morning at school.
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We were surprised by a visit from one of our local high schools – Mowat Park. A
class of Grade 9 pupils blessed our children with an Easter egg and card each. Such
a lovely morning our children had fun with our visitors and the girls had a chance to
learn bit about our school.

During the term we learned how to brush our teeth properly, more about Jesus, (
especially during our assemblies) we celebrated Palm Sunday by making leaves,
travelled on a bus, painted and glued, learned about seasons and much, much more.
Mostly, I hope we learned about sharing and caring and loving ourselves, others and
Jesus. I have seen so much personal growth in our little ones as they try out a new
language and gradually learn to take turns and ‘use their words’ – I can hardly wait to
see how far they will advance in the new term.
5
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We break-up for a short holiday on the 1st of April and return to school on the 13th
April.

Many thanks to all who help in our work by praying and partenering in any way – we
are getting excellent feedback from the children who have graduated from Udobo –
one of our girls has been accepted into the Ophrah Winfrey School on a scholarship
and one of our boys swept the boards in our local Science and Mathematic
Olympiads. Interestingly, both these children were ‘held back’in Grade R as we felt
they were not school ready – and they then went on to do so well. So thank you to all
who have a hand in not only these but many success stories!
God bless you all,
Anne
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