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                              1ST TERM 2016 
                       

                 82 Montclair Road 
           Montclair, Durban 

       

 Tel +27 031 469 0029 
 Fax +27 031 469 0029 
 e-mail: anneudobo@gmail.com 
 

 

12 January 2016 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

My office is vibrating with the noise of construction as I settle into the new year. A room is 

being made for our cleaner and the noise of thumping and scraping fills my ears, however, I 

am still managing to conduct interviews with parents who have left it rather late to find space 

for their child at a Pre-school. 

 

The school is full except for a few spaces for the smallest children so we have children going 

onto a waiting list – they will only get a place if some of the children we are expecting do not 

come in. 
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We were sad to lose Roxanne Martin to another school which is nearer to where she lives, 

she was a blessing to us not only for her devotion to the children and her teaching them Jesus 

but also her creativity. She taught her class choruses and Bible verses as well as teaching 

them what was expected of them academically. Roxanne was also our artist and when anyone 

needed something drawn or we needed decorations we turned to Roxy. I truly wish her well 

in her new endeavours as she continues to follow God’s will for our life. I have taken on a 

locum for the first term, Lisa Govender and we are grateful for her joining us at this time. 

 

The first day back as predicted was extremely busy settling children into classes and of course 

people arriving who had not made any provision for their children. It is sad that we cannot 

accommodate all who seek entry but our classrooms are quite small so it is unrealistic to take 

more than twenty in a class if we wish to give each child a quality education. 

 

One of the first duties this year was going for groceries and cleaning materials – Johnny 

Crocker kindly took us (as usual) for our shopping. What a shock – we always shop very 

carefully and my secretary, Lizette is a dab hand at spotting bargains – but everything has 

become more expensive – especially cleaning materials. We need to keep our bathrooms and 

kitchen spotless to prevent the children from becoming ill, but also clean our classrooms 

everyday as they are well used during the day resulting in dust and dirt settling as the children 

work and play. On Friday Johnny and I once again set out – this time to the vegetable market 

where the wonderful folk bless us with fresh fruit and vegetables. This food helps to keep 

our children healthy and provides a cooked lunch as well as fresh fruit at home time. The 

parents do not then have to provide the child with a large dinner as they have been well fed 

during the day. 

 

1st February, our new children have settled extremely well and the school is in full swing. 

Last week two staff members were away with the ‘flu, it is particularly unpleasant to have 

‘flu in the extreme heat which we are experiencing. This Saturday our locum was involved 

in a serious car accident and although discharged from hospital has a gash on her head and is 

suffering from whiplash so has been booked off for a while. Please pray for the health of our 

children and staff – we depend on God’s grace in every area of our school. 

We had to say goodbye yet again – this time to our precious pastor the Reverent Ansie 

Liebenberg. She left to join her family in Australia where they will be ministering for the 

next four years. Ansie was a wonderful ambassador for Udobo School and worked tirelessly 

for us. She is already greatly missed but we trust that God will use her mightily in Australia 

and will bring her safely back to South Africa. 



 

 

3 
 

                                         
 

We have had a variety of fun events for the children. Valentine’s day is always fun – the 

children wear red and white and we do special activities throughout the morning – the 

favourite is probably when they get to ice biscuits and decorate them with sweets – very often 

after the tasting and licking that goes on there are no sweets left on the biscuit and precious 

little icing!! 

 

We had visitors from an inner city church in London (Soul Action shows groups who come 

from UK around many projects and we are always thrilled when they choose us). The children 

got to charm our visitors with their singing, showing off what they do in the classroom and 

playground and just generally being adorable. What a wonderful group of young people 

visited us and the time was actually too short as I would have loved to hear more about their 

lives. 

   
 

The 24th February was National Read Aloud day and one of my teachers downloaded the 

story that was read throughout the country and read it to our hundred children. She then 

played the same story in isiZulu read by Yvonne Chakachaka – it was such an interesting 

exercise as while the English was being read there was shuffling and disengagement from 
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our littlest one who have not yet grasped English then when the isiZulu was played we had 

the Shona, English and our other language speakers moving and talking and not paying 

attention. Our little Zulu children were totally engaged with the isiZulu and it again brings 

up the concern that these tiny ones should be taught in their mother tongue but the parents 

want them to be placed in local English Medium schools so there is not an easy solution. We 

are incredibly blessed with our youngest group teacher who despite being white speaks 

isiZulu fluently and is able to swop codes when her class does not understand. 

 

     
 

We are so incredibly grateful to ‘Action Udobo” who paid for a large trampoline for our 

playground. Despite it seeming almost a luxury item it is actually an incredible tool – our 

children often don’t have father figures and miss out on the types of things men do with 

children such as throwing them up and catching them, turning them upside down, swinging 

them and so on and I find many of those movements are replicated on the trampoline. They 

do somersaults as they get braver but even for the more tentative ones they are developing 

core strength which enables them to sit up straight at their tables when they do school work. 

It is a wonderful tool for the child who needs to be on the move seemingly constantly as they 

can go off and have ten jumps and then come back to work a bit more. It is a wonderful tool 

for our children on the autism spectrum as well as just giving all the children so much fun. 

 

  
 

Our next very exciting event will happen tomorrow on the 1st March as we finally open the 

jungle gym for play. We have our fabulous new jungle gym with which ‘Action Udobo’ U.K 
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blessed us. The whole area was landscaped – flattened and dangerous bits of glass and stones 

that were constantly making their appearance (I can only imagine that rubble had been buried 

on the site) were removed. Thereafter the beautiful new jungle gym with many more 

challenges was built on the area. There is a climbing wall, a fireman’s pole and a cargo net 

just to name a few features – tomorrow I will place a ribbon across the space and cut it and 

then allow the children class by class to experience this gift. This is the big day – the 

excitement was tangible and I chose two children to cut the ribbon: 
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3rd March I visited the new Principal at Montclair Junior Primary one of our feeder schools 

only to find that I had known her for many years and had in fact, taught her children when 

they were little! It was wonderful to have a quick walk down memory lane and then discuss 

the role of the Grade R in making the transition into Grade 1 and BIG school easier for our 

children. 

 

March month has also been a time of reshuffling at our school, we were able to move our 

cleaner into the kitchen as cook – she is so delighted, she has been watching our cook over 

the last few months and has had a few trial runs – but is just so happy with her new post. Our 

cook had worked very hard to obtain a qualification in early childhood development and it 

was wonderful to be able to move her into a position as teacher’s assistant so that she can put 

into practise what she has learned. She is also on cloud 9 about her appointment. We have 

taken over one of the cleaners from the church and she is washing windows while she sings 

so I believe that this was also a successful appointment! 

 

We have had a challenging week as Ntombi’s adopted daughter died and she had to return 

home to organise the funeral. Then frighteningly Cindy’s 14 year old daughter collapsed at 

school, she was taken to a hospital in Umlasi and tests were done – Cindy was told that the 

child had had a mild stroke and was given medicine and sent home. Daria’s mother-in-law 

passed away a week before her 90th birthday, sad that she missed the celebration planned by 

her family but her passing was peaceful and she has left behind a large family who loved her  

as well as her church family who remember her for all she did in the community while she 

was still able. 

  

Despite all the heartache we ended the term happily, the children were taken on an outing to 

the Moses Mabidha Stadium in Durban where they rode up in the skycar and were able to 

look over Durban from the great height. Thereafter they went to People’s Park which is an 

amazing area with wonderful play equipment for the children to enjoy. They then had a 

wonderful picnic before returning to school by bus – not sure whether the children or the 

teachers were the most exhausted! On the last day of school we had an Easter egg hunt (eggs 

kindly donated by church member Jenny Eva and her daughter Shelley who is a special 

Udobo angel. The children were given reports and the Grade R children received fun activity 

books to allow them to practise some of the skills taught in the first term. Then we all went 

off for a two week break. 

 



 

 

7 
 

       
 

I am so blessed by the goodness of those who serve Udobo School in large and small ways. 

The people of Action Udobo who have gifted us with so many marvellous pieces of 

equipment that lift our school to a standard of which the whole community can be very proud. 

Then those from Yellowwood Park Sharing and Caring Group who have donated teddy bears 

for birthdays, the WI of Yellowwood Park who donated hoops, balls, teddies and anti-waste, 

the small baking team of ladies from Montclair Methodist church who produce beautiful 

birthday cakes for each child we are so grateful to you. May God bless you all for caring so 

much for the little ones of our community who might have “fallen through the cracks” but 

now have hope and a future. Thanks for being God’s hands and feet in this little corner of 

His vineyard. God bless,  

Anne Snyders – blessed Principal! 
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