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Dear Friends,
This term has been a longer than usual one, with a break during the
second last week for a Public Holiday (Youth Day) on Thursday and a
school holiday on Friday – so we had a long weekend a week before we
begin our winter holiday.
The children continue to delight me - we now have two blonde children
with blue eyes which has not caused too much comment – they are just
two new friends. I was standing at the gate watching children leave when
one of the younger children suddenly said: ‘That girl is peach and her
hair grows like this’ – fingers splayed and taken downwards to indicate
length. She then looked at me and said: ‘I don’t know anyone so peach’.
So I said ‘what about me?’ She looked quite amazed as if it had never
occurred to her before and said: ‘Oh yes, and your hair also grows all
over the place!’
We have our beautiful new jungle gym provided by ‘Action Udobo’ in the
UK – it is wonderful and has new challenges such as a cargo net,
fireman’s pole and a climbing wall. The children are challenged by it and
so proud when they manage to meet the challenge. A group of our
youngest children 3 going on 4 decided that our little girl in the
wheelchair ‘wanted’ to climb the net. The teacher stood by while a group
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pushed from below and three pulled from above. Finally they hoisted her
onto the platform where she began singing – the others quickly joined
her and sang with her. A special moment!
This term we invited a group to perform at the school – they are a group
of singers, dancers and story tellers. They sang in isiZulu, danced the
story and also told the story in English – it was absolutely amazing. Even
the youngest children sat spellbound, such talented young people and
they only charged R10.00 per child so I immediately told Makabongwe
school and they invited them as well and were just as blown away by the
excellence of the production.
We had our sport’s day on the 27th May – it was a wonderful morning.
We always get good support for this day and when it came to parent’s
races there were so many people wanting to take part we had to run
heats! The children did five different novelty races and the tug-of-war
and were extremely entertaining. They approach all they do so seriously
and even if they were still busy after everyone else was finished they still
carefully completed the activity. The weather was beautiful – in fact, the
weather has been so lovely that how do you explain to a pre-schooler
that this is autumn and later winter when the sun shines so brightly every
day. Our little ones get up really early so when it is a bit chilly they come
dressed in a vest, two t-shirts, a jersey, a second jersey and a coat over
tracksuit trousers and boots. They remind me of little Eskimo children
from pictures in old books with their arms sticking out at right angles. By
the time the school morning begins they are gradually encouraged to
remove the layers!
Sport’s Day:

Waiting to begin

The sack race
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….oh, I dropped my egg….

Frog jumps

Total concentration…

Shuffle walk

Tug of war…. very serious business
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Delight in success

Race with child on your back

Adult tug-o-war

mothers race

…the winners…

…winners…
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I present a gift to the child who brought
in the most money for fundraisers

Pierre Snyders – my husband, our
photographer with our secretary, Lizette
Plaatjies

Our children have been very healthy this term but not so the teachers –
my secretary, Lizette Plaatjies has battled with laryngitis since last year
and recently had a week off to rest her voice, Daria Hayes has had
influenza and is presently off with a pinched nerve in her back, every
week we seem to have someone off sick. My young teacher’s assistant
from the youngest group lost her grandmother quite unexpectedly last
week and just returned from burying her when her grandfather passed
away. Another of my assistant teachers Cindy Dladla had her house
broken into while the family slept. Please pray for the staff when you
think of us, as it does begin to wear everyone down. It is a great blessing
that the winter holiday is almost here and everyone can relax and regain
their health and their sense of humour!

Mitchel Park Outing:

The bird who says “hello”

fascinating animals
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Such fun….

Look carefully…

Sharing the seesaw…

What is that?

... on the roundabout…

… a well deserved rest and snack …

We ended the term with an excursion by bus to Mitchell Park – a huge
park which has a playground area as well as a small zoo. We have been
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learning about animals as part of our theme so this was a good choice
for the term. The bus ride alone is very exciting for our children and they
chatter happily for days before the outing in anticipation of the event!
They set off at 8.30am and arrived about 30 minutes later. The zoo has
beautiful birds and the children were astounded that one bird ‘spoke’ to
them. They saw tortoises, buck, raccoons, meerkat and exotic monkeys
and much more. They then had a picnic on the grass before returning to
school. The teacher’s came back very impressed by the good behaviour
of our children so they had also had a pleasant time.
My secretary, Lizette, and I had to stay behind and we had a very busy
morning doing administration as well as preparing a work book about the
animals for each child to take home, getting progress reports ready and I
prepared a fun book for the holidays for the Grade R learners. I prepare
one page for each day of the holiday and this time I concentrated on the
revision of number work. Lizette then very ably puts booklets together for
the Grade R children.
The children came back from their trip very anxious to share what they
had seen – one of the smallest boys told me he had seen the ‘money
bird’ – I thought he was mispronouncing the word until his teacher told
me she had shown them the Blue Crane on an old 5cent piece and her
little ones had recognised the real thing at the zoo. I was very impressed
as these are our Gr000 children.
We broke up for the holidays on Friday 24th June and will return on 18th
July. Please join me in praying for the safety of our little ones and the
improved health of our staff.
To everyone who reads this I pray that this will give you more of an
insight into how our children are developing – they are cute, loving, full of
joy, polite and in most cases confident little people and I am so proud of
them. Thank you for anything you do for them as every gift of prayer,
interest shown or donation encourages us so much. We thank God for
your faithfulness in supporting His school.
My love and gratitude,
Anne Snyders – very blessed principal of the Udobo School.
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