82 Montclair Road
Montclair
Durban

Tel +27 031 469 0029
Third Term – 2016
Dear Friends,
I greet you in the precious name of Jesus, trusting that you have had a blessed
time since last I wrote.
This term our fundraisers have been ‘Trashion Show’ as well as smaller fundraisers
such as fun days and popcorn mornings. Our ‘Trashion Show’ is always such an
enjoyable morning. The parents create the most amazing outfits from waste and
the children model the creations with such poise. It is a great way of developing
confidence and the children love the shouts of encouragement from the audience
and many ‘play to the crowd’ by blowing kisses and waving. This year only one little
boy’s nerve failed him and his teacher had to take him around the stage – but he is
only 3 and a half! Our judges as usual had a difficult time choosing winners and we
even had to make a few new categories!

Trashion Show judges

Last round: girl contestants
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Some of the Trashion Show contestants

We have had visits from two schools – the first school that came were from Yellowwood Park Primary school. They sent 26 children who entertained our children with
dance and song and they had a wonderful time. The following week we had a
group of high school boys from Westville Boy’s High School. What a joy they were
– they had come to work at the school and they helped by cleaning walls, carrying
and packing and then I allowed them to play with a class of Grade R children on
the church lawn. They loved this and then asked if they could tell the stories at
home time! This was a great hit especially as many were drama students and told
stories they had made up and using different voices...the children were enthralled.
They were with us for three days and one of the parents asked whether there were
new children at the school as her child had said she had a new friend who was
very tall. As these young men were about 16 it made sense that they were tall, we
had a good chuckle at that. Our children missed them when they did not return on
the Thursday and many questions were asked about where their friends had gone.
It was so good for both the young men and our children as both benefitted from the
interaction. The Westville boys also helped prepare food and serve in God’s
Kitchen (where our church serves around eighty people twice a week) and that was
quite an experience for young people who come from a more affluent part of
Durban.
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Yellowwood Park Primary School visitors, teachers

Westville High School and Udobo learners

This has been a term of visitors to the school and we have assisted a few young
women who needed to get practical experience for their studies in Early Childhood
development. A lady enquired whether she might feed the children one day and
she arrived with hotdogs, juice and packets of crisps much to the delight of the
children.
We have had donations of knitted teddies (the children get to choose one on their
birthday). One lot of teddies came all the way from England in a suitcase they were
delivered to the school by a long term friend of Udobo, Rachel Bower of Soul
Action, her grandmother who is in her nineties had knitted them. The children love
them and hug them so tightly after they have chosen one.

Teddy bears made by Rachel’s grandmother in England and donated for our birthday box
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Rachel has been of incredible support to me as she visits every couple of months,
when I am able to share my heart with her and then we pray together. It is a time of
such worth as I usually do the listening and praying for others and here I am
allowed to unpack my thoughts and feel light and refreshed after she has visited.
My secretary Lizette Plaatjies has not been well for some time now and eventually
she was admitted to hospital to have the left lobe of her thyroid removed. She was
off for 2 and a half weeks and Colleen Manicom came in to answer phones and
answer doors and queries – she has been such a joy and the parents, children and
staff have all enjoyed having her with us.
Our wonderful friend who takes us shopping for the school once a month, to the
market every two weeks and fetches bread for us every week, also experienced a
tragedy last week when his precious daughter was killed in a car accident. Johnny
and his wife Lynne, support our school in so many ways and even in the midst of
grief he continued to do everything he usually does for the school. We were able to
have a beautiful service on a local beach and outpourings of love were continued
into the evening.
I have been truly amazed by the progress of the children this year – the children in
our second youngest group – many who are spending their second year with us
because they started here at three years old, are producing the most wonderful
drawings and are able to have full conversations with me even though they came
to us only speaking isiZulu. This is the miracle of this school, the way our children
grow and develop – they are truly God’s masterpieces.
Lizette after being off after her operation has also been off after the death of a
close friend – so I have been doing both jobs. This is also the time of the year
when people apply for next year and I do interviews with them. I did not realise
quite how tired I was until I began transposing figures – our short break – five days
has arrived just in time!
On Saturday a few of us are going up to a place called Kwambonambi in rural
Zululand to see how a school is operating there. It is about 2 hour drive from
Durban and I took my husband along so we could have photographs to share in
this newsletter.
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The school’s name board

Theme display – birds, environment

Entrance hall theme display (birds, eggs, food)

School playground – staff relaxing

Dear friends, please continue to pray for us, many of my staff were ill this term. We
continue to look to God for finances and are incredibly grateful for the gifts we
receive. Our local newspaper donated just over R2000.00 to us this term which
was such a blessing. A special word of thanks to those who faithfully give to us
every month. I have to mention our U.K. supporters, without whom we would not be
able to continue our work in this corner of God’s vineyard. You are all so special to
us and what you do is reflected in the children who have moved through this school
over the past twelve years and are doing so well ‘out in the world’.
May God be very close to all who read this, many blessings and much love,
Anne (blessed principal)
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UDOBO Pre-Primary School staff

Some of the Trashion Show contestants
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