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Fourth Term narrative report 2016
Dear Friends of Udobo,
I greet you in the name of Jesus who sustains us and has brought us through a challenging term.
We have had strange weather from storms, that destroyed awning and flooded classrooms to
breathlessly hot days!
This term we did not have a big fundraiser but instead ran a small fun event every week.
Lizette Plaatjies donated the making and ingredients for biscuits and ended up making 790
packets that had been ordered. The following week I bought ice-cream to sell, we had a popcorn
and juice morning with a movie shown as well and continued with this type of fundraiser for the
term. We also handed out ‘Funny Money’ sheets and gave the children a month to fill them with
10c. 20c, 50c and R1 from the change in their parent’s pockets!
This term we were finishing off the syllabus, preparing end of year reports and putting together
the Concert and Graduation day.
I have been so impressed with the standard of understanding and reasoning amongst our
children. I always walk around in the mornings to greet the children and have lovely conversation
with them. Every morning two children from each group bring the class notebooks to my office
where we chat and they may choose a sticker. This sticker choosing is very serious business and
they take ages deciding which one they will have. In fact, a sticker is the most sought after
‘currency’ at Udobo!
I invited Isobel Goswell who heads up our birthday cake ministry to present the certificates of
graduation to the children leaving us to go to Primary School. Vanessa from Durban South Lions
came to hand out stationery packs to our Graduates.
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Our end-of- year function was lovely. Each class presented a dance, a skit, Bible verses as well
as lots of singing – so enjoyable. This has been such a busy term that I saw the concert for the
first time on the day and my staff had worked very hard so produce something enjoyable!

Our 102 children from the five classes with Teacher Edinah
The graduation was moving as always as we watched our little ones step up to receive their
certificates of completion of their Pre-primary years. Some children had been with us for three
years and we had walked the journey with them and now had to say goodbye.
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Three of our graduates in our new caps and gowns – thank you, Angie
The most precious moment was surely when our little Bonnie who has cerebral palsy and has
spent 2and a half years with us. She turns 7 in January and we have been searching for a school
for her for months as we have taken her as far as we can as we do not have therapists and
equipment that is available at a special needs school. Jillian Nel, her teacher heard of a school
which sounded suitable and so Jillian, mom and Bonnie and I went off to investigate the school.
Well, what a lovely surprise – a well-established school (been going for 22 years) wonderfully
friendly staff with all the therapy that Bonnie needs – we were so excited but then had to wait to
see if she would be accepted. I phoned constantly and about two weeks ago got the nod so
Bonnie will be attending Reunion School from January 2017. Of course, this meant that Bonnie
also graduated – what a wonderful experience. I salute Jillian Nel who was Bonnie’s teacher for 2
and a half years. In this time Bonnie has learnt so much – she has been in a class of 3-4year
olds and has learned to sing with them, sit fairly well, to speak English, isiXhosa and isiZulu with
confidence. She is a joyous, positive little girl who says when she grows up she wants a job
answering telephones and I know she will achieve that and more!
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Party after the Concert was sponsored by Pick n Pay Springfield and PnP Montclair
We had visits from schools last term and the teenagers had such a good time that they put down
their names to do shifts at our end of year fund raiser where we wrap presents at Toys-R-Us in
order to make money towards our January salaries. I wrapped with two of the boys from
Westville Boys High and what delightful young people they are. We began our wrapping on the
1st of December and as we only close on the 9th December I have been allowing some teachers
to go to wrap while others clean the school then we swop for the next day. I find wrapping great
fun because I love speaking to people and I love speaking about our school so it’s a match made
in heaven! I am not that good at wrapping so I graciously allow those who enjoy it to carry on –
tee hee.

Wrapping at Toys R Us –always fun

Tumi presents her tin of money

This has been a difficult year financially and it is really by the Grace of God that we have come
through this year. We serve an amazing God who never lets us go.
We have had such wonderful things happening in the year and have been blessed with both
monetary gifts and donations of food just when we need them. I thank all the special angels who
help us. I have to conclude with an event which so warmed my heart. Orange group is the 3-4
year old group who start the year as babies and show so much development through the year. A
little girl in Orange class had been collecting money in a tin for two years and finally the tin was
full, so her mother asked what she was going to buy with it. She replied ‘I want to give it to my
school’ she brought the money to school and we found that the tin contained R40.00 – I know
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that our God who delights in cheerful giving will exponentially grow this money which was given
so joyfully.

To all who have prayed for us, supported us with cash and kind, visited the school, knitted
teddies, baked cakes – I could continue – I wish you well over the wonderful time of celebrating
the coming of our King at Christmas. May God richly bless you all, from a very blessed principal
and staff.
Anne

All the graduates of this year – may they carry all they have learned into their new schools!

Article in the local Southlands Sun newspaper of 9 December 16
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